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What one thing could you change in your life for peace?  
Who would you be if you were working for peace?

These Two quesTions were 
the challenge that students from 
Abbey Grange Ce Academy put to 

themselves, to others in their school and to 
the people who came to Concord’s Annual 
Peace service in october. 

As usual the event was held in the 
Banqueting hall of Leeds Civic hall in 
conjunction with the Leeds Peacelink 
Group, and on this occasion the Peacelink 
Chair, Cllr David Blackburn, spoke in 
place of the Lord Mayor (who was away).  
he outlined some of the good work 
that Peacelink does in the city and the 
importance of interfaith dialogue. sue 
owen brought the world Peace Flame and 

spoke about its significance.
The refreshing new feature this time 

was the contribution of the eight teenagers 
from Abbey Grange. working with their 
school Chaplain, Mrs Kay Brown, they had 
formulated the two searching questions 
in the headline and interviewed staff and 
students, recording their answers on a 
brief video. Rachel hall, the academy’s 
head Girl, introduced the presentation 
clearly and concisely. we saw the recorded 
interviews, then the others in the team 
each gave their own responses to the two 
questions. Answers included: ‘i could go 
to church and learn more about it.’ ‘i could 

Continued overleaf
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stop arguing with my family.’ ‘i could 
encourage people to accept the diversity 
between the different faiths and also the 
different types of cultures.’ ‘i could not 
retaliate when my sister winds me up.’ ‘i 
could change other people’s environment, 
bringing them closer to their inner peace, 
instead of searching for it externally.’

The whole presentation took less than 
ten minutes, yet it was most impressive 
in its coherence and clarity. The students 
spoke with a confidence  that captivated 
the audience and commanded attention. 
it was a beautiful, thought-provoking and 
uplifting theme-setter for the service.

Representatives of nine faiths—Bahá’í, 
Brahma Kumari, Buddhist, Christian, 
hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Pagan and sikh—
lit a candle for peace and read a passage 
from their tradition. Cllr Blackburn lit a 
candle on behalf of all of the people of 
Leeds. All of these readings, varied in their 
style and character, were well-chosen. 

Continued from Page 1 Together they wove a tapestry of ideas that 
brought out the unity of the hopes and 
aspirations that we all share, whatever the 
tradition from which we come.

The Brahma Kumaris provided recorded 
music and reflective images before the 
event, and Kian samari, a Bahá’í student, 
sang ‘one Planet, one People’ with his 
own guitar accompaniment and also 
played a lovely piano piece.

A collection was taken for the Lord 
Mayor’s Charity, which this year is 
Candlelighters, a local organisation that 
provides accommodation and support 
for families when a child with cancer is 
undergoing treatment at Leeds Children’s 
hospital. Concord has supplemented the 
collection and sent a donation of £75 to the 
Lord Mayor’s office.

The full text of the service, including 
the passages read and the students’ script, 
can be found on the news & Pictures page 
of our website.                                   JSS

An example 
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Together, next 
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Women Peace-ing Together

ouR sMALL interfaith group of 
women continues to meet in 
Leeds Central Library’s first floor 

Art Library, usually on the first Monday 
of the month. For 2018 we will try to 
create jigsaw pieces of identical size 
and shape but with designs in different 
patterns, styles and colours, using a 
variety of materials and techniques. The 
plan is to fit the finished pieces together 
in whatever way we choose so we can 
make many different “pictures”.

some small pieces of our work, textile 
pictures in the style of John sell Cotman, 
were on show in the Art Library’s sitting 
room area for Light night in early 
october.

 if you went into the Brodrick hall 
during the last week of october you 
will no doubt have been impressed by 
the wonderful display of forget-me-nots 
covering the floor map of Leeds—and 
more. The aim was to focus attention 
on dementia by using the Alzheimer’s 
society symbol while celebrating the Day 
of older People.  There were around 
100 contributions from the women 
Peace-ing Together group, though some 
took a bit of finding. however, one set 
stood out quite well; over by the drape 
near the stage could be seen some large 
forget-me-not cushions and lots of tiny 
knitted flowers plus others of different 
sizes. And if you were watching the 
screens you would have seen our photo 
displayed—the one that appeared in 
september’s newsletter.

on the morning of november 6th we 
went to the Museum’s Discovery Centre 
where Antonia showed and talked about 
some of their religious textiles then gave 
us a tour of the vast ‘Aladdin’s cave’ store 
room. Later that afternoon we went to 
Abbey house Museum where we had 
our photographs taken—individual 

and group—for their  
display which will run 
throughout 2018 on ‘A 
woman’s Place?’. The 
idea is to show how 
things have changed for women over 
the past 100 years since they were given 
the vote.  Because we had arrived early 
and the weather was fine, we enjoyed 
a lovely autumnal walk around Kirkstall 
Abbey.

only two of the group could make 
it to a Katagami demonstration of 
Japanese stencil printing at Leeds 
university.  Jaswant reported: “The tutor 
displayed the ingredients required for 
creating katagami designs and worked 
through different stages of creating a 
fabric design. she also encouraged the 
participants to create something of their 
own. it was really interesting to see how 
the first stage affected the end result, 
and how precise the delicate procedure 
was to create a beautiful piece of art.”

Gabrielle and Lucy, staff of Leeds 
City Museum, will be dropping in to our 
February meeting to talk with us about 
contributions to another display for the 
Brodrick hall in november. 

women of all faiths and cultures are 
very welcome to come along to our 
monthly sessions. we chat, share food 
and have occasional outings, as well 
as knit, sew, crochet and design. You 
don’t need to be particularly creative 
or artistic, just friendly. You could pop 
in for a few minutes or stay for a full 
session, 10.30am till 12.30pm. And 
if any groups would like us to visit 
them with samples and stories of our 
activities, we’d be happy to come along.  
Just drop an e-mail to concordwomen@
phonecoop.coop

Cynthia Dickinson
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Faith Perspectives on Gender Issues

we hAD a refreshing break 
from tradition at our september 
meeting when we had a panel 

of four speakers from our own executive 
Committee instead of a single guest 
speaker. Their talented presentations led 
many afterwards to say, ‘we should ask 
them more often.’

Jay Anderson outlined a range of 
Pagan perspectives on gender from the 
heathen view that women should stay at 
home to the female focus of wicca with its 
matriarchal family tree and priority of the 
Goddess over the God. This tradition in 
particular is the most liberal in its attitude 
to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) gender orientations. Macrocosmic 
energies are acted out in wiccan rituals, 
with distinct but equally important roles 
for gods and goddesses, reflecting and 
promoting the diversity of human gender 
roles and sexuality.

Adam Aslam acknowledged that the 
majority of Muslims hold traditional 
views about the distinct roles of men and 
women and disallow homosexuality. in 
universities, however, sexuality is a hot 
topic among Muslim students, and there 

is room for a diversity of views. some see 
scripture as absolute; some accept modern 
ideas if they can find scriptural support; 
some view scripture from the perspective 
of critical modernity. Adam drew on 
qur’anic interpretation and sufi tradition 
to show how islam can be LGBT-friendly. 
The idea that men are strong, women 
weak, is not in the qur’an, nor is there a 
requirement for women to wear the hijab; 
nor is forced marriage qur’anic. Adam 
spoke about powerful women as islamic 
models, like Khadijah, the employer 
and later wife of the Prophet. he argued 
for gender equality and the sharing of 
domestic responsibilities.

Gurmukh Singh Deagon said that 
sikhs do not talk about private sexual 
matters, so LGBT identities among sikhs 
are not acknowledged. his own view, 
which he thought typified sikh attitudes, 
was to treat people of one’s own age as 
sisters or brothers, elders as elders, and 
younger people as one’s own children.

 There should be respect and dignity 

Gurmukh Singh Deagon, Ustadh Adam 
Aslam, Jay Anderson and Dr David Goodman
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for all. The soul is separate from 
bodily attributes and sexless. There 
are passages in the Guru Granth sahib 
that could be used to support LGBT 
acceptance; however, all of the Ten 
Gurus (apart from the boy Guru) were 
married and had children. same-sex 
marriages are not allowed in gurdwaras, 
and sikhs do not approve of casual sex.

David Goodman explored Brahma 
Kumar i  unders tandings  o f  the 
relationship between the soul, which is 
genderless, and the body through which 
it has to function. Both souls and bodies 
have male and female tendencies. The 
founder of Brahma  Kumari was a man, 
yet the BK Constitution requires that the 
head of the BKs should be a woman. 
Brahma Kumari came out of india and 
wanted to give more respect and status 
to women. BK promotes celibacy as a 
desirable step in the purification of the 
soul. when we get beyond gender we 
can be respectful of all gender differences 
and similarities and transcend them.

The subsequent discussion began 
to explore questions of polygamy and 
polyandry in Paganism, homophobia 
in Christianity and death sentences 
for same-sex relationships in islam, 
but ran out of time. There was general 
agreement that the session had been 
a good starting-point for a bigger 
discussion that is needed, and to which 
we must return.

Date for Your Diary
on Wednesday 25th April 2018 
Concord will be honoured by the visit 
of the Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke, a 
world-renowned pioneer in the field 
of interfaith dialogue and President of 
the world Congress of Faiths. At 7.30 
he will give the Peter Bell Memorial 
Lecture in the Banquet Room at Leeds 
Civic hall on ‘Interfaith—A Beacon 
of Hope’.

PeaceLink

The LeeDs City PeaceLink group 
is made up of people from Leeds 
organisations that promote and work 

for peace. Meetings are held quarterly in 
Leeds Civic hall, chaired by Cllr David 
Blackburn.  

some years ago the group bought a Peace 
Pole with the words “May Peace Prevail on 
earth” written in eight languages. They 
were, however, unable to find a suitable 
site for it to be placed so it disappeared 
into the depths of the Civic hall. Then, in 
early 2017, Leeds quakers offered to put it 
temporarily in their Meeting house garden 
at woodhouse Lane. Luckily the Peace Pole 
was found and arrangements were made for 
it to be unveiled by the Lord Mayor at the 
quakers’ Green Fair in october. 

At the Peacelink meeting in november 
Cllr Lucinda Yeadon, Deputy Leader of Leeds 
City Council, attended to address concerns 
about the Council’s lack of involvement with 
the Peacelink group. she will be stepping 
down in May but promised to try and find 
someone to improve the situation.
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Profile
14th in a series of  interviews 

with interfaith leaders
 in Leeds

 Interviewed by Trevor Bates, 31st Oct 2017

Barbara Ann Rivers 
Coplans PhD

DR BARBARA CoPLAns is a 
Buddhist member of Concord’s 
executive Committee. Barbara 

is the only daughter of st John Rivers 
Coplans (a British artist) and elizabeth 
(Betty) Coplans (née Little). Barbara was 
born in Kenya during the time of her 
father’s world war ii military service in 
east Africa and Burma with the King’s 
African Rifles. her mother served in 
the FAnYs. Barbara’s parents met and 
married in sri Lanka, where Barbara was 
conceived.

Barbara spent her earliest years with 
her paternal grandparents in south 
Africa until her mother and 
father brought her to live 
in hampstead, London, 
in the early 1950s. her 
primary education was at 
a school in hampstead, 
where she failed her 11 
plus. Then at 11 years old 
she was sent to st. Monica’s 
Boarding school for Girls 
at warminster, wiltshire, 
which was run by Anglican 
nuns. Barbara’s father, 
John Coplans, understood 
himself as an ‘atheistic Jew’. 
she was bullied into baptism 
into the Christian faith and 
confirmed three days later, but her stay at 
the school was terminated when she was 
13 years old. Barbara returned home to 
hampstead and attended a comprehensive 
school until she left at 15 years old, without 
sitting ‘o’ or ‘A’ level qualifications.

on leaving school Barbara entered a 
period in her life which seemed to lack 
direction, purpose and meaning. she 
took a number of jobs ranging from 
tea-lady to being a typist with the BBC. 
Barbara’s experience of low self-esteem 
and depression urged her to search for a 
spiritual niche for her life. in her late teens 

she turned to yoga sessions, but declined 
the path of Raja Yoga. on discovering 
the writings and influence of Christmas 
humphreys, the outstanding British 
Buddhist scholar and judge, she found 
the significance of Karma to be specially 
meaningful. one day she ‘knocked on 
the door of haverstock hill Buddhist 
Monastery’ declaring that she wished to 
become a Buddhist, and they took her in. 

A t  have r s tock  h i l l 
Barbara met two sri Lankan 
monks and teachers who 
were doing PhD research 
s t u d i e s  a t  L o n d o n 
university. Barbara was 
inspired to enrol there but 
discovered she needed ‘o’ 
and ‘A’ level qualifications. 
so she enrolled with an Fe 
College and gained them. 
This enabled her to enrol 
with London university for 
a degree course in Burmese 
Language and south east 
Asian history.

one memorable day 
Barbara met, in a lift, Professor Trevor 
Ling, a Buddhist, who was Professor of 
Comparative Religion at Leeds university. 
Trevor Ling encouraged Barbara to come 
to Leeds and do a BA (hons) Degree 
in Comparative Religion. so she came 
to Leeds in 1970, enrolled with Leeds 
university, and completed her PhD in 
1980, somewhat delayed due to giving 
priority to caring for her terminally ill 
mother, prior to her death, aged 52. 
her PhD thesis was on Methodism and 
sinhalese Buddhism with special reference 
to the wesleyan Methodist minister, the 
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Revd Robert spence hardy, who served 
in Ceylon in the 19th century and in his 
retirement years lived in Leeds and was 
linked with headingley Methodist Church. 
he was buried in st. George’s field, which 
today is within the university of Leeds 
grounds.

Barbara’s spiritual way of life and 
commitment are with the soka Gakkai 
international (sGi) movement, which 
follows the philosophy and practice of the 
nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism, 
founded by nichiren Daishonin, who lived 
in Japan in the 13th century Ce.

Barbara has played an important part 
in the life of the Buddhist community in 
Leeds. she has served on the Yorkshire 
and humberside Faiths Forum, on the 
Leeds Faiths Forum and as secretary of the 
(now defunct) Leeds Buddhist Council for 
ten years and on the nationwide network 
of Buddhist organisations. Barbara 
represented the Buddhist Community at 
the Millenium Celebrations in the house 
of Lords and the queen’s Golden Jubilee 
at Buckingham Palace. There are five 
groups of sGi in Leeds with 60 members, 
some of whom are international university 
students.

Barbara has not enjoyed the best of 
health in recent years, but in the hope 
of being ‘completely healed’ she gives 
special attention to positive eating habits 
and nutritional studies. Though very ill 
at one point, she has diversified her field 
of enquiry into wikka, Crystal Therapy, 
Colour Theory, Feng shui and Buddhist 
shamanism, all of which have been 
beneficial alongside western Medicine. 
Barbara is making good progress in 
recovering. Alerted to ‘soul Retrieval’ as 
an alternative to psychotherapy four years 
ago, she is studying it in great depth. 

Barbara has been involved with Concord 
for some years. she has valued meeting 
people of other faiths and cultures and is 
committed to interfaith activity in Leeds. 
Today she is integrated into the Leeds 
Chinese sGi Buddhist Community, and is 
proud to have been a Buddhist for more 
than 50 years.

RABBi iAn MoRRis has retired after 
20 years of service as rabbi of sinai 
synagogue in Leeds.

ian Morris, who is Australian by birth,  
was trained as a youth leader in israel, 
then as a rabbi at the hebrew union 
College-Jewish institute of Religion in 
Jerusalem and new York. After ordination 
in 1984 he returned to Australia and served 
congregations in 
Perth and Adelaide 
prior to coming 
to Leeds in 1996 
with his wife and 
family. 

David J. israel, 
the Chair of sinai 
synagogue, issued 
this statement:

‘Just before the 
High Holydays this year, Rabbi Morris wrote 
to the Sinai community to say that he would 
need to retire early as he is 'potentially 
displaying the signs of Early Onset Dementia, 
and there is little expectation of this being 
either halted or reversed.' This news came as 
a shock to everyone in the Sinai and the wider 
Leeds community. It has, though, allowed 
us to come to terms with the fact that, soon, 
Rabbi Morris would be retiring from Sinai 
after more than twenty years as our Rabbi.

Behind the scenes the Board has been 
working with Rabbi Morris to effect this 
retirement in accordance with his wishes, and 
we can now announce that he will formally 
retire at the end of this calendar year: 31 
December, 2017.’

A celebration of Rabbi Morris’s 
exceptional ministry and contribution to 
Reform Judaism was due to be held on 13th 
January at a shabbat service and Kiddush.

Rabbi Morris has spoken to Concord on 
several occasions and we have appreciated 
his wisdom, humour and vitality, and 
the valuable contribution he has made to 
interfaith dialogue in Leeds. we wish him 
every blessing in his retirement.

Rabbi’s Retirement
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iT wAs a glorious november day 
for the Museum service’s multi-faith 
event at Kirkstall Abbey, organised 

by Patrick and Gabrielle of Leeds City 
Museums. The Lord Mayor of Leeds, 
Cllr Jane Dowson, came to officially 
open proceedings and stayed chatting 
with people for about an hour. several 
Concord members hosted stalls and 
led or assisted with activities. Patrick 
reported that about a thousand people 
had visited during the afternoon. some 
passed through fairly quickly, although 
the ‘faith’ food was a serious attraction! 
others spent time visiting the stalls to 
look, chat and try the delicious treats on 
offer. Children were encouraged to make 
christingles and everyone was invited to 
write a message on a paper candle for the 
Tree of hope over in the Chapter house. 
There were also meditation walks led by 
Brahma Kumaris and a faith trail quiz 
to try. we heard the Call to Prayer from 
imam Adam Aslam and the singing of 
a sikh prayer by three young 
ladies. A lovely group of girls 
from south Asian Arts came to 
perform some classical hindu 
dances and there was carol 
singing for everyone to join in 

Inter Faith Week - Light for Leeds
led by Patrick and edward. Towards the 
end of the afternoon the united hebrew 
Congregation choir came and entertained 
the gathering with their singing.

The best part for me was the very end 
when those still present were given tea 
lights to carry in procession to the Tree 
of hope. it was almost 4 o’clock and the 
sun was setting as people of all ages, 
faiths and cultures walked slowly through 
the Abbey grounds. The Chapter house 
was lit by tiny coloured lights and looked 
amazing (see picture bottom left). everyone, 
including the children, walked silently to 
place their tea lights beneath the tree with 
its branches full of paper candles bearing 
messages of hope for the future. For a 
few moments we stood still and quiet in 
a circle then Adam sang a Call to Prayer. 
Finally Patrick thanked us all for coming 
and wished us a safe journey home.

A truly wonderful way to end the day. 
Cynthia Dickinson
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Photos by 
Jay Anderson, 
in clockwise 
order: Asian 
dancers; the 
Lord Mayor; 
Patrick and 
Edward lead 
carol singing; 
the UHC 
synagogue 
choir; Adam 
Aslam 
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Film screening: Denial
Monday 29th January, 7.30pm, 

Seven Arts, Chapel Allerton LS7 3PD

when university professor Deborah e. Lipstadt includes world war 
ii historian David irving in a book about holocaust deniers, irving 
accuses her of libel and sparks a legal battle for historical truth. 

with the burden of proof placed on the accused, Lipstadt and her legal team 
fight to prove the essential truth that the holocaust occurred. Based on the 
book History on Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier.

The film screening will be on a pay-what-you-can basis.
Tickets can be booked at seven Arts Café, or by contacting the Arts 

Development team by phone or email:   0113 378 6989    arts@leeds.gov.uk

Holocaust Memorial Day
Sunday 28th January  2.00pm  

Leeds Town Hall 
Free and open to all

Join The LoRD MAYoR of Leeds and 
hundreds of local people for an afternoon of 
commemoration in response to the holocaust 

Memorial Day theme ‘The Power of words’. 
The event remembers the millions who were 

murdered in the holocaust, nazi persecution 
and subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. with a keynote speech by 
the Cambodian Ambassador, Her Excellency Dr 
Rathchavy Soeung. 

northern school of Contemporary Dance’s 
Youth Dance Company will perform their 
moving memorial piece ‘shoes on the Danube’, 
choreographed by Tom Bowes and the dancers, 
which will include a film by wayne sables as part 
of the performance.  The event will also include 
music performed by members of the Clothworkers 
Consort of Leeds, reading of the seven statements 
of commitments with candle lighting and a 
traditional hebrew memorial prayer sung by Rudi 
Leavor.

Saturday, 27th 

January
12 Noon to 2pm
Vigil and stall with 
information about 

Holocaust Memorial 
Day Outside Body 

Shop  
on Briggate, Leeds

Primary organiser: Leeds 
stand up To Racism
sutrleeds@gmail.com
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on A cold and dark november night 
Concord members and friends 
gathered together at the warm 

and welcoming quaker Meeting house 
to partake in a presentation on the causes 
of islamophobia in the uK today and 
how we can respond to them effectively. 
This was  hosted by ustadh Adam Aslam 
in conjunction with the Yorkshire and 
humber regional manager for MenD, 
shahab Adris. 

‘MenD’ stands for Muslim engagement 
and development, a grassroots, not-for-
profit,  research and community activism 
based organisation, aimed at empowering 
and encouraging British Muslims within 
their respected communities to work more 
actively within the realms of civic society, 
media and the political sphere. Ranked 
as having  ‘best practice’ for human 
rights ‘protection and promotion’, MenD 
shared their key presentation, which has 
previously been seen by approximately  
30,000 British Muslims and allies. This   
was a great chance for us to discuss a 
pressing and sadly growing form of 
hate, alongside anti-semitism,whilst 
approaching solutions.

Reflections were given by the Revd 
Dr David Randolph-horne (Co-chair of 
Concord) in which he graciously shared 
his thoughts as a Christian, seeing 
the need to welcome the other and 
engage in understanding the fears of a 
neighbour,whoever they may be,as being 
central to his Christian mission. 

This was followed by the main part 
of the night in which shahab, whose 
background is in media, education and 
international development,presented a 
thorough and detailed presentation of the 
major causes, which were summarised as 
being three:
1. biased multi-media and negative 

portrayals of Muslims,something 
which was shocking from the array of 

headlines from reputable newspapers 
shown. 

2. the notion that inadequate laws did 
not fully respect the core traditions 
of Muslims and created insecurity 
and demonisation of Muslims within 
airports, out on the streets with stop 
and search etc.

3. a  lack of participation of communities 
from the faith but also the wider 
community in understanding islam 
and the Muslim community through 
education and engagement.

Police research showed that 88 
percent of recorded  hate crimes were 
race or religiously motivated,with 1264 
islamophobic incidents reported to the 
Metropolitan Police in 2016/2017.

This was followed by a discussion and 
presentation of cures or responses to the 
hate crimes,such as better reporting of 
media bias through understanding ofcom 
regulations, engaging communities with 
formal and informal learning opportunities 
particularly on misconceptions but also 
greater engagement with educating 
young people with youth groups and 
schools,visiting mosques, supporting 
grassroot solidarity and community safe 
spaces as well as a positive online presence 
and support for positive communal stories 
and responses to hate.

The media toolkits and further research 
and activities of MenD to inspire Muslim 
and wider community participation in the 
media and political system can be found 
on the official  MenD website.

The evening concluded with much 
further discussion and questions. it was 
wonderful to see the positive responses 
of the group and the appreciation for the 
contribution of Muslim communities to the 
uK, economically and socially, as part of 
our rainbow of many peoples who make 
our city and our nation what it is.

Adam Aslam

Islamophobia Awareness: causes and cures 
with MEND
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Calendar of Festivals  
Spring 2018

Bahá’í, Jewish and Pagan festivals usually 
begin on the evening before the given date.

JAnuARY   2018
 2-4  Mahayana new Year Buddhist
 5 Guru Gobind singh birthday  sikh
 6 epiphany  Christian
  7  Baptism of the Lord Jesus  Christian
 13 Maghi  sikh
18-25  week of Prayer for Christian unity  
   Christian
 18  Founder’s Day  Brahma Kumari
 21 world Religion Day  Bahá’í 
 22 Vasant Panchami  hindu
 25  Conversion of st. Paul Christian
 31 Tu Bishvat Jewish

FeBRuARY   2018
 2  Candlemas - Presentation of Christ   
     in the Temple  Christian
      imbolc  Pagan   
 8 nirvana Day Buddhism
 13 shrove Tuesday Christian
 14 st. Valentine’s Day Christian
  Maha shivaratri  hindu
   Ash wednesday - Lent begins
   Christian
 15 nirvana Day  Buddhist - Jain
 16 Chinese new Year   
   Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist
 26-March 1  intercalary Days  Bahá’í 

MARCh   2018
 1 Purim  Jewish
  st. David of wales  Christian
 2-20  nineteen Day Fast  Bahá’í 

 3 holi hindu
 17 st. Patrick’s Day  Christian
 18 new Year hindu
 21  equinox
     naw-Rúz (new Year) Bahá’í 
     ostara  Pagan
 25 Palm sunday Christian
 26 Ramanavami  hindu
 29 Maundy Thursday Christian
 30 Good Friday  Christian
 31-April 7  Pesach  Jewish
 31  hanuman Jayanti  hindu
      Magha Puja Day Buddhist

APRiL
 1  easter  western Christian
 3  Mahavir Jayanti Jain
 8  Pascha - easter orthodox Christian
12  Yom hashoah  Jewish
13  Lailat al Miraj  Muslim
14  Baisakhi (Vaisakhi) sikh
19  Yom ha’Atzmaut Jewish
21  First Day of Ridvan Bahá’í 
23  st. George’s Day  Christian
29  ninth Day of Ridvan Bahá’í 
  Visakha Puja  Buddhist
30-May 2 Theravadin new Year Buddhist
   
MAY  2018
 1 Beltane Pagan        
  Lailat al bara’ah  Muslim
 2 Last day of Ridvan  Bahá’í 
 3 Lag B’omer  Jewish
 10 Ascension of Jesus  Christian
16-June 15  Ramadan  Muslim
 20-21 shavuot  Jewish
 20 Pentecost  Christian
 23 Declaration of the Bab Bahá’í 
27  Trinity sunday  western Christian        

Pentecost  orthodox Christian
29 Ascension of Baha’u’llah  Bahá’í 
 31 Corpus Christi Catholic Christian
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